Coastal and estuarine ectotherms are potentially vulnerable to temperature instability, with their thermal tolerance varying among taxa and life-stages. Marine embryos and larvae are recognized as potentially vulnerable stages; however, the thermal sensitivity of ovigerous females it is still unexplored. The physio-behavioural changes in females with extruded eggs may carry consequences for the ovigerous female itself in a warming context, since it is a high energy-costly life status. The fiddler crabs Leptuca thayeri Rathbun, 1900 and Gelasimus borealis Crane, 1975 were used as model species to evaluate the influence of maternal status on the crabs' thermal limit (TL) under a climate warming scenario. We used a non-invasive method to estimate crabs' heart rates using the endpoint for the heart function as their TL. Environmental characterization showed that the mean temperature experienced by non-ovigerous and ovigerous female crabs was below their TL with some extremes above their TL. Ovigerous G. borealis were more sensitive to warming (lower TL) than non-ovigerous; otherwise, ovigerous 
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